
 
 
 

General Information 
Course name 
 
 

International Public  Law ECTS 
Credits 

5  

 

Semester summer 

 

Aims 
 

Aim of the course is to introduce International Public Law as the specific field of law. The 

course aims to provide basic overview of the crucial aspects of the International Law as a 

distinctive legal discipline. The International Public Law affects various aspects of legal 

framework not only within the sphere of international relations but also within the domestic 

legal order. Principal goal of the course will be to provide student with material information 

about most important issues related to International Public Law. First of all it appears to be 

necessary to introduce specifics of international law, such as sources of law, subjects of law 

and creation of legal rules. Special attention will be given to the law of treaties and also to 

creation of customary law, position of which is very strong in the System of International 

Law. Another important aspect of International Public Law is the way how the norms of 

International Public Law are implemented into the system of domestic law. 

Important part of within the International Law is the position of individual, either in the 

respect of responsibility for grave violation of international norms and in the context of 

protection provided by international rules and international judiciary by enforcing the 

protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms. The most advanced system of human 

rights protection had been developed in Europe and basic aspects of this system will be 

indeed introduced to the student. Other important topics related to International Public Law 

will be presented such as responsibility and sanctions to complete the picture of International 

Public Law as a distinctive legal system. The overall aim of the course shall be to provide the 

student with basic, however substantial amount of knowledge about the topics of 

international law. To achieve this aim, the course will be supplemented by analysing of the 

chosen case-law of the major international courts, because case law as such is very important 

source of knowledge of international law. 

Contents 
 

The course consists of the lectures and classes providing a basic and practical introduction to 

the history of the International Public Law, crucial legal principles the International Public 

Law is based on, the creation of rules and norms of International Law and its sources. The 

course will also deal with the topics of diplomatic and consular relationships and of course 

the law of armed conflict including humanitarian law. At last but not least the topic of human 

rights protection has to be mentioned. 

 

Syllabus of the course: 

1. Historical development of International Public Law.  

2. Sources of law, nature of norms and rules and their creation, peremptory norms of 

international law. 

3. Subjects of international law – states and international organizations. 

4. Responsibility in international law. 

5. Dispute settlement. 

6. Sanctions in international law. 

7. Diplomatic and consular relations.  

8. The law of armed conflict and humanitarian law. 

9. Regional systems of international law and relations between them. 

10. Individual in international law – responsibility and prosecution for grave crimes and 



 
 
 

 

 

 

breaches of international norms. 

11. Protection of human rights – The protection of human rights and fundamental 

freedoms in the system of Council of Europe. 

12. Relationship of International Public Law and domestic law – superiority and 

implementation. 

Evaluation 
 

The final grade is based on in-class participation, written home assignment and oral 

assignment. Written assignment shall be based on individual research on an agreed topic 

discussed during the course.  

Rules of academic honesty apply to the written work. Written assignment may be returned 

for revision if it will not meet the demanded criteria. Oral assignment comprises of the 

discussion on topics presented during the course. The student shall not be admitted to the oral 

assignment without presenting written assignments in due time. 
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